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Federal Affairs 
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House Passes Cures Act to Encourage Medical Innovation 

On July 10, the House voted 344-77 to pass HR 6, the “21st Century Cures Act”, bi-partisan legislation 

designed to speed the process for developing and seeking regulatory approval of innovative drugs and 

medical devices.  HR 6 provides $9.3 billion in additional funding for the National Institutes of Health and 

$550 million for the Food and Drug Administration over a five year period.  It also establishes a Cures 

Innovation Fund to support work targeting breakthroughs in biomedical research.  The bill also includes 

several health IT provisions. For example, by January 2018, vendors who don’t confirm that their software 

complies with several interoperability provisions would risk having their software decertified for use under 

the meaningful use program. The bill also gives HHS the authority to provide up to a five year hardship 

exemption from Meaningful Use requirements to providers whose EHR software becomes decertified. 

The bill, largely paid for through oil sales from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve, faces uncertain 

prospects in the Senate. 

President Obama Nominates Slavitt and Wakefield for Key Health Care Positions 

The White House announced on July 9 that it has nominated Andy Slavitt for the position of permanent 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Administrator, a job he’s held on an interim basis since 

Marilyn Tavenner stepped down.  As Acting Administrator, Slavitt oversees Medicaid, Medicare, the 

Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), and the Health Insurance Marketplace. Slavitt, who joined 

CMS in July 2014 as deputy administrator, previously served as Group Executive Vice President for 

Optum, a clinical, technological and operational solutions-focused subsidiary of UnitedHealth Group. He 

is also a former CEO of OptumInsight, formerly Ingenix, a position he held from 2006 through 2011. The 

president also nominated Mary K. Wakefield to serve as deputy secretary for the Department of Health 

and Human Services. She is currently administrator of the Health Resources and Services Administration 

at the HHS, a position she has held since 2009. 

CMS Posts Full Year of 2014 Open Payments Data 

On June 30, CMS published Open Payments data about transfers of value (i.e., payments, honoraria or 

research grants) occurring in 2014 from drug and medical device makers to physicians, including dentists, 

and teaching hospitals.  The recently released data also contains information submitted in 2013 that could 

not be verified before the data was first published in September 2014. Providers had the opportunity 

earlier this year to review data pertaining to them, which was submitted by drug and medical device 

manufacturers as required by law. CMS updates the database at least annually to account for data 

disputes and other data corrections made since the initial publication. The agency will provide an update 

to the full calendar year of 2014 financial data in early 2016. For more information, please visit: 

https://www.cms.gov/openpayments/index.html. 

 
State Affairs 

 

Alabama Enacts Non-Covered Services Law 

Alabama Governor Robert Bentley (R) signed legislation (SB 296) that prohibits insurers from capping 

fees for non-covered services. Alabama is now the 36th state with such a law in place. As of press time, 

similar legislation (HB 95) passed the Ohio House of Representatives and was sent to the Senate for 

consideration, where it is awaiting further action. The Alabama law will take effect in September 2015. 

Pennsylvania Releases Opioid Prescribing Guidelines 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-114hr6rh/pdf/BILLS-114hr6rh.pdf
https://openpaymentsdata.cms.gov/
https://www.cms.gov/openpayments/index.html
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/ALISON/SearchableInstruments/2015RS/PrintFiles/SB296-enr.pdf
http://search-prod.lis.state.oh.us/solarapi/v1/general_assembly_131/bills/hb95/PH?format=pdf


The Pennsylvania Departments of Drug and Alcohol Programs and Health released dental opioid 

prescribing guidelines on June 15 that address the use of opioids for the treatment of acute dental pain. 

The guidelines, which are intended to help health care providers improve patient outcomes for dental 

treatment, were developed in concert with the Pennsylvania Dental Association.  

 

Health Information Technology 
 
CMS Seeks Information on Data Blocking 

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) want to know if you have been the victim of data 

blocking, or the process wherein health information vendors intentionally prevent the easy flow of 

electronic health records and data sharing across platforms. Practices may include charging exorbitant 

fees to access medical records or preventing one company from accessing code needed to communicate 

to another system. Providers are requested to e-mail CMS at noinformationblocking@cms.hhs.gov to file 

a report in an effort to promote interoperability amongst health IT systems.   

 

Practice Management 
 

New Course: Help Your Anesthesia Assistants Brush Up On Their Skills! 

AAOMS’s new On-Line Anesthesia Review for Dental Anesthesia Assistants focuses on the principles of 

anesthesia administration and benefits both OMS and dental anesthesia assistants.  Covered topics 

include basic sciences, patient evaluation and preparation, anesthetic drugs and techniques, monitoring, 

and emergency procedures. Because this is an online educational program, participants work through the 

material at their own pace and can log in at any time to complete the course – whether they’re in the 

office, or in the comfort of their own home. To learn more or register, visit www.aaoms.org/pas. 

AAOMS Webinar - HIPAA Omnibus Rule, Office Technology, and Protecting Your Practice 

HIPAA’s Omnibus Rule requires all healthcare practices to implement proper safeguards to protect 

patient health information.  On September 9, 2015, this webinar will help attendees understand HIPAA’s 

many components.  The webinar will consider the tools available to prevent compliance violations, 

evaluation of different products and services in the marketplace, ongoing compliance culture in a practice, 

key vulnerabilities facing practices, and the importance of a HIPAA risk assessment.  For more 

information or to register, visit www.aaoms.org.  

CMS Announces One-Year Grace Period for ICD-10 Implementation 

The implementation of ICD-10-CM is rapidly approaching and some OMSs may be questioning their 

readiness for the change. The AAOMS has been encouraging preparation through the AAOMS Today, 

electronic newsletters, and the online and in-person AAOMS ICD-10-CM course for OMS’ and their staff 

since 2012.   

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has recently announced that they have worked 

in collaboration with the AMA to offer a transition period to assist with the change to ICD-10-CM from ICD-

9-CM in an effort to help those physicians who do not feel as prepared as others.  Seeing the AMA and 

CMS have agreed on a grace period, it appears unlikely that ICD-10 implementation will be delayed 

again.  Further, it is unclear if Medicaid or third party payers will institute the same grace period; therefore, 

if an OMS practice has not begun to prepare for the transition, they should do so immediately.   

The CMS and AMA have both published the following changes CMS is making to assist all physicians 

with the transition: 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1506035/pamed_dental_guidelines_pdf
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1506035/pamed_dental_guidelines_pdf
mailto:noinformationblocking@cms.hhs.gov
http://aaoms.org/images/uploads/pdfs/online_aarc.pdf
http://www.aaoms.org/pas
http://www.aaoms.org/docs/events/webinars/092015_pcihipaa_webinar.pdf
http://www.aaoms.org/
http://cms.gov/Medicare/Coding/ICD10/Downloads/AMA-CMS-press-release-letterhead-07-05-15.pdf
http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/ama-wire/blog/ICD-10/1


 Medicare Claim Denials:  For the first year of the ICD-10 implementation, Medicare will not deny 

claims solely on the specificity of the ICD-10-CM code reported on the claim form, as long as the 

ICD-10-CM code that was reported is from the appropriate family of codes.   

 Quality-Reporting Denials:  CMS will not penalize physicians for the incorrect reporting of an 

ICD-10-CM diagnosis code when submitting for one of the CMS Quality Incentive programs as 

long as the ICD-10-CM code reported falls within the correct family of codes.  These programs 

include: 

o Physician Quality Reporting System (PQRS) 

o Value-Based Payment Modifier (VBM) 

o Meaningful-Use (MU)  

 Payment Disruptions:  CMS will authorize advanced payments to those physicians whose 

claims are not able to be processed by Medicare Contractors specifically due to problems with an 

ICD-10-CM diagnosis code.   

 Navigating Transition Problems:  CMS will establish a communication center for physicians to 

monitor issues and assist in resolving any ICD-10-CM issues as quickly as possible.   

CMS will continue to develop resources and assistance for the transition period from ICD-9-CM to ICD-

10-CM.   Visit the CMS website for more ICD-10 content.  Also, visit the AAOMS website for information 

on both the online and in-person workshops, as well as the AAOMS ICD-10 Reference Card and other 

AAOMS resources.    

 

 

 

http://cms.gov/Medicare/Coding/ICD10/index.html
http://www.aaoms.org/continuing-education/coding-and-billing-workshops
http://www.aaoms.org/practice-resources/coding-reimbursement

