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Federal Affairs 

AAOMS Board of Trustees Approves 2016 Legislative Priorities, Set for Day on the Hill 

mailto:jtuerk@aaoms.org


Members attending the AAOMS Day on the Hill in Washington, DC, April 12-13, will advocate for the 

association’s 2016 legislative priorities when visiting congressional offices on Capitol Hill:  

 Expanded use of Flexible Spending Accounts and Health Savings Accounts (FSAs/HSAs) 

 Prohibiting federally regulated dental insurance plans from capping fees on non-covered 

services 

 Student loan reform/student loan debt assistance 

These priorities, which were recommended by the Committee on Government Affairs (CGA) as key 

issues for oral and maxillofacial surgeons and the specialty, were approved by the AAOMS Board of 

Trustees and will form the basis of the association’s advocacy efforts this year. 

If you are interested in advocating on behalf of the specialty as part of our Day on the Hill event, 

visit www.aaoms.org/dayonthehill  to register today! 

 

Prescription Drug Abuse at the Forefront of Policy Talks 

The Senate Judiciary Committee approved two bills by voice vote this month that address prescription 
drug and opioid abuse. If granted floor time, S. 483 and S.524 now may now be considered by the entire 
Senate.  
 
S. 483 clarifies the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) registration process for companies that are applying 
to manufacture or distribute prescription drugs and require an HHS report on obstacles to legitimate 
patient access to controlled substances; issues of diversion of controlled substances; and how 
collaboration between federal, state and local law enforcement agencies and the pharmaceutical agency 
can benefit patients and prevent diversion and abuse.  
 
S. 524 provides grants to improve access to education on the dangers of addiction and treatment of 
addiction. Additionally, it would convene an inter-agency task force, including dentists, committed to 
creating non-binding best practices guidelines for safe prescribing and pain management. 
 
Additionally, President Obama announced a $1.1 billion request in his FY2017 budget to fight the 
prescription opioid and heroin abuse epidemic. The funds would be used at both the federal and state 
level to provide access to addiction treatment, addiction education, and access to overdose reversal 
drugs as well as expand universal use of prescription drug monitoring programs (PDMPs). An outline of 
his intended use for the $1.1 billion and the White House’s strategy for deterrence can be found here. The 
budget proposal is simply a starting point for the negotiations.  

 
 

State Affairs 

Vermont Governor Proposes Provider Tax 

Vermont Governor Peter Shumlin (D) has proposed a 2.35% provider tax to help pay for Medicaid and 

increase reimbursement for primary care and dental services. The tax, as proposed, would be retroactive 

to January 1, 2016. Minnesota is the only other state that imposes a provider tax on dentists and 

independent doctors. The Vermont proposal requires approval from the state legislature as a part of the 

annual budgetary process to become law.  

 

http://www.aaoms.org/dayonthehill
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/483?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22s483%5C%22%22%5D%7D&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/524?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22s524%5C%22%22%5D%7D&resultIndex=1
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/02/02/president-obama-proposes-11-billion-new-funding-address-prescription


Indiana Court Rules Dental Advertising Regulations Unconstitutional 

The Indiana Court of Appeals has ruled a portion of the state’s dental advertising regulations 

unconstitutional. The court found that a state regulation that compels dentists to disclose every dentist 

within the practice in advertisements had no correlation with patient safety and thus was protected by the 

First Amendment. The Marion Superior Court previously found this provision, in addition to provisions 

regarding dental specialty and better materials and superior services advertising, as unconstitutional. The 

ruling on the latter two provisions, however, was overturned. Indiana practitioners with questions 

regarding this ruling should contact the Indiana State Board of Dentistry directly or consult their practice 

attorney.  

 

Health Information Technology 

2015 Meaningful Use Attestations Due March 11 

Medicare providers who successfully demonstrated meaningful use for any continuous 90-day period in 

2015 have until March 11, 2016 to submit their attestations and avoid payment adjustments in 2017. 

CMS recently announced a small extension from February 29 to the new deadline of March 11. For more 

information on how to submit your attestations, please visit the CMS Web site.  

2016 Meaningful Use Payment Adjustment Reconsiderations Due February 29 

If you received a letter from Medicare indicating that you are subject to the 2016 payment adjustment, you 

have until February 29, 2016 to submit a reconsideration form. The 2016 payment adjustment is based 

on the 2014 EHR reporting period. Providers should read the instructions thoroughly and submit the 

application for single eligible providers or multiple eligible providers. Please contact CMS directly at 

pareconsideration@provider-resources.com with any questions.  

2017 Meaningful Use Hardship Exceptions Applications Due March 15 

The CMS opened up the meaningful use (MU) hardship exception period with a more streamlined 

application process. Providers have until March 15, 2016 to submit an application to avoid a 2017 

payment adjustment for failing to meet the requirements of meaningful use in calendar year 2015. OMSs 

who were unable to meet the requirements of the program due to a lack of certified EHR or other 

hardship are encouraged to review the instructions and submit their application. Medicare providers who 

failed to meet the program's requirements and did not receive a hardship exception will face a 3% 

payment adjustment on their 2017 professional services. 

 

Practice Management 

Medicare PQRS Penalties Will Reach Up To 6% in 2017 - PQRS Filing Deadline Approaching  

Medicare’s PQRS penalties will reach up to 6% when the value-based modifier is applied in 2017 for 

failing to report quality measures on your Medicare claims.  There are a few weeks left to report quality 

measures for the 2015 reporting period to avoid those penalties.  CECity has extended its 2015 quality 

measure data submission deadline from February 26th to March 18th at 5:00 pm EST.   To submit your 

measures or for additional information on the PQRSWizard visit AAOMS.PQRSWizard.com .  

http://www.in.gov/judiciary/opinions/pdf/01201601nhv.pdf
http://www.in.gov/judiciary/opinions/pdf/01201601nhv.pdf
https://secure.in.gov/pla/dental.htm
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/index.html
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Downloads/PaymentAdj_ReconsiderationInstructEP.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Downloads/PaymentAdj_ReconsiderationFormEP.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Downloads/PaymentAdj_ReconsiderationFormMultipleEP.pdf
mailto:pareconsideration@provider-resources.com
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Downloads/HardshipInstructions.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Downloads/HardshipApplication.pdf
https://aaoms.pqrswizard.com/default.aspx


CECity will be broadcasting five new PQRSwizard webcast presentations in February.  Each will be 

followed by a live Q&A. Registration links for all webcasts are available through the support page on 

AAOMS.PQRSWizard.com.    

 PQRSwizard Live Demo – PQRSwizard and the MAV process  
o February 9th 
o 4:00pm ET 
o Registration Link: https://goto.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1091518  

 PQRSwizard Live Demo – February  
o February 15th 
o 3:00pm ET 
o Registration Link: https://goto.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1069426  

 Wrapping Up Your 2015 PQRS Submissions – what you need to know in the final hours  
o February 19th 
o 1:00pm ET 
o Registration Link: https://goto.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1068147  

 PQRSwizard Live Demo – Individual provider reporting through Individual measures and 
Measures Groups  

o February 24th 
o 3:00pm ET 
o Registration Link: https://goto.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1091593  

  
For a complete summary of the PQRS program visit the AAOMS website. 

 

Don’t Miss These Two Informative AAOMS Courses for the Entire OMS Staff   

Register today for the Anesthesia Assistants Review Course and ICD-10-CM Coding Workshop, both 

being held in Atlanta this March.  The Anesthesia Assistants Review Course, taking place on March 5 - 6, 

2016, is a CE course for clinical staff and is designed to improve anesthesia knowledge and skills. The 

ICD-10-CM Coding Workshop, will be held on March 5, 2016 and is a dynamic training program that 

helps OMS coding professionals become proficient in the ICD-10-CM coding system.  For more 

information on these AAOMS meetings and others, please visit AAOMS.org/Meetings. 

https://aaoms.pqrswizard.com/default.aspx
https://goto.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1091518
https://goto.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1069426
https://goto.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1068147
https://goto.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1091593
http://aaoms.org/practice-resources/coding-reimbursements/information-material/medicare/summary-of-medicares-physician-quality-reporting-system-pqrs
http://www.aaoms.org/continuing-education/professional-allied-staff-courses/professional-allied-staff-courses
http://www.aaoms.org/continuing-education/coding-and-billing-workshops
http://www.aaoms.org/continuing-education/professional-allied-staff-courses/professional-allied-staff-courses
http://www.aaoms.org/continuing-education/coding-and-billing-workshops
http://www.aaoms.org/meetings-exhibitions/upcoming-events

