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In addition, the Head and Neck Cancer 
Alliance has designated April 12-18, 
2015 as Oral, Head and Neck Cancer 
Awareness Week. This annual event 
encourages practitioners, cancer patients 
and survivors, and other interested 
individuals or groups to promote head 
and neck cancer awareness through 
the use of news releases, public service 
announcements, talks at middle and 
high schools, free cancer screenings, 
cancer survivor banquets, walkathons, 
and other community-based activities. 
As you prepare to promote these 
events to your patients, remember 
that AAOMS has resource materials 
available at aaoms.org and at aaomsstore.
com for your use, including the 
newly redesigned patient information 
pamphlet on head, neck and oral cancer. 

The annual Oral Cancer Awareness 
Month observance offers OMSs an 
opportunity to educate 
their community about 
the causes, symptoms 
and treatments for 
oral, head and neck 
cancer, and to 
heighten national 
media attention on 
the importance of 
screening and early 
detection.

Remember to refer 
your patients to 
MyOMS.org, 
where they will 
find valuable 
information on 
the oral and 
maxillofacial 
surgeon’s role 

in treating facial injuries and head, neck 
and oral cancer—as well as information 
on all areas of OMS scope of practice.

AAOMS is interested in 
hearing about your special 
activities or promotions for 
these April observances.  

Please share your stories with 
Janie Dunham at jdunham@
aaoms.org. T
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THE ORAL CANCER 

FOUNDATION WOULD 

LIKE YOU TO JOIN 

THEIR 16TH ANNUAL 

NATIONAL SCREENING 

CAMPAIGN TO RAISE 

AWARENESS OF THIS 

SILENT KILLER!

FACTS:

Approximately 43,250  

Americans will be newly 

diagnosed with oral cancer in 

2015.

When found at early stages of 

development, oral cancer patients 

have an 80%–90% survival rate.

Unfortunately, the majority of cases 
are found as late stage cancers, 
and this accounts for the very high 
death rate of about 43% at five 
years from diagnosis.

It doesn’t have to be this way 
and the dental community is the 
first line of defense through the 
process of early discovery. This is 
a great opportunity for your office 
to not only get involved with your 
community by doing a great service, 
but also to potentially build your 
practice while positioning your 
office as one that is involved in 
saving lives. T

n The application period to apply 
for a 2016 hardship exception 
under the Medicare Meaningful 
Use program will open shortly. 
Medicare eligible professionals that 
did not successfully demonstrate 
meaningful use in 2014 and do not 
receive a 2016 hardship exception 
will have payment adjustments 
applied beginning January 1, 2016. 
Please visit http://www.cms.
gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/
Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/
paymentadj_hardship.html for more 
information.

n The Massachusetts Board of 
Registration in Medicine finalized 
regulations that require physicians 

(MDs or DOs) to demonstrate 
proficiency in the use of electronic 
health records. The new regulation 
establishes several paths for physicians 
to come into compliance, including 
participating in the meaningful use 
program or being credentialed by 
a hospital that has been certified as 
a meaningful use participant. The 
regulations took effect January 2, 
2015, but physicians renewing their 
licenses prior to March 31, 2015 will 
receive a one-time waiver from the 
requirements. For more information, 
please contact the Massachusetts 
Board of Registration in Medicine. 
T

HEALTH IT 
BYTES

Highlighting health information 
technology (health IT) issues 
affecting OMS practices


