
August 8, 2012 

 

Dear Member of Congress:  

Our organizations are writing to share our concerns that the sequestration provided for in 

the Budget Control Act will have a very significant adverse impact on dental programs. 

Current funding is used to improve oral health research, build the dental workforce, and 

improve oral health access for underserved populations in America.  However, a 7.8 

percent across-the-board reduction from FY 2012 spending levels will reduce dental 

funding by more than $36.7 million, if the sequester takes effect as scheduled in January 

2013.  

Such a reduction would have real consequences by:  

 Delaying breakthrough research at the National Institute of Dental and 

Craniofacial Research (NIDCR) that would allow the use of saliva as a diagnostic 

tool to enhance the detection of breast, prostate and oral cancer.   

 

 Reducing the number of dental residencies that provide a vital source of support 

for postdoctoral training in general, pediatric and public health dentistry and 

perform clinical care in facilities that serve the underserved. Graduates of these 

programs are also more likely to treat at-risk populations in their practices and/or 

pursue careers in dental public health and academia.  

 

 Limiting the number of HIV/AIDS patients treated in academic dental institutions 

under the Ryan White Dental Reimbursement Program (DRP).   

 

 Jeopardizing basic state oral health services funded by the Division of Oral 

Health at CDC, such as school-based dental sealant programs, mobile oral 

health care (especially for the elderly and rural residents), oral health education, 

and dental screening programs for Head Start students and parents. 

  

 Cutting the Indian Health Service (IHS) dental program by over $3 million, which 

would severely limit the ability of the IHS to recruit dental specialists like pediatric 

dentists, periodontists, and oral and maxillofacial surgeons who deal with the 

most complex cases.  Additionally, the agency would have to suspend the 

completion of their electronic dental record program and their recruitment of new 

dentists causing further delay in treatment for patients.  

 

 Delaying military dental research in the Department of Defense on finding better 

ways to prevent and treat head and facial injuries. Over 26% of all battle injuries 

are to the craniofacial region.  While the work is focused on treating war fighters, 

the results have great implications for non-military personnel who might suffer 

from facial burns or trauma due to accidents or cancer.   
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Our organizations strongly urge Congress to take necessary steps prior to January 2013 

to avoid a sequestration. We also ask that as you craft a solution, please keep in mind 

that the benefits of federal funding for dental programs far exceeds the investment costs 

of those programs, as the focus is on sorely needed research and providing care to 

underserved populations that will result in long term national and local savings.   

Thank you for considering dentistry’s concerns about the effects of sequestration.  
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