
 
December 18, 2012 
 
The Honorable Harry Reid 
Majority Leader 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable John Boehner 
Speaker 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Minority Leader 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510  
 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Minority Leader 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

 
 
Dear Mr. Reid, Mr. McConnell, Mr. Boehner, and Ms. Pelosi: 
 
On behalf of the American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons (AAOMS) and our 9,500 
fellows and members, I would like to thank you for your continuing hard work and leadership in 
addressing the nation’s financial crisis to avoid the fiscal cliff. Our organization is grateful for your 
commitment to this critical endeavor. 
 
As the voice of numerous concerned citizens and healthcare providers, I urge your immediate action on 
three interrelated issues: Avoidance of sequestration's massive cuts to the Medicare Program, 
prevention of the impending cuts to Medicare physician reimbursement rates, and ensuring that 
physician payment cuts are not included in fiscal cliff negotiations. 
 
As you know, the automatically triggered sequestration spending cuts will slash nearly $1 trillion from 
the federal budget, adversely impacting the funding for many dental programs, which are critical to 
continued oral health research, building the dental workforce, and improving access to oral health care 
for underserved populations. Allowing sequestration cuts to take effect will also deeply gut funding for 
many federal organizations that are vitally important to the public health, including the Medicare 
Program. 
 
In addition to vast funding cuts to the Medicare Program, sequestration will yield a 2% cut to Medicare 
reimbursement rates for physicians. This is quite distressing at a time when reimbursement rates are 
already inadequately low and subject to a 28% cut of their own in January 2013. 
 
These fundamental issues are linked, which is why any legislative fix aimed at reducing the national 
deficit ought to, at the very least, avoid this nearly 30% cut in Medicare physician reimbursement rates. 
Moreover, it has recently been suggested that cuts to physician payments might also be utilized as a 
way to help avoid the fiscal cliff. These cuts would be equally damaging to healthcare providers and 
their patients and have created an environment in which providers now see cuts to their livelihood 
coming from multiple directions. This seemingly systematic government targeting of providers to pay 



for deficit reduction is unjust; we certainly did not cause this problem, and therefore, we should not be 
forced to pay such a steep price for it.  
 
Preserving the Medicare Program and acting on these Medicare payment issues is vital to Medicare's 
fiscal solvency and adequate provider participation; both of which are necessary to ensure continued 
access to quality care for patients who rely on this program. 
 
During the current lame duck session of Congress, please help to ensure the success of efforts to 
prevent government from falling off the fiscal cliff by averting sequestration budget cuts while keeping 
healthcare provider payments off the fiscal cliff “chopping block” as well as an overall 30% cut to 
Medicare physician reimbursement rates.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of this request. Please contact Jeanne Tuerk, manager of the AAOMS 
Department of Governmental Affairs at 800/822-6637 or jtuerk@aaoms.org for questions or additional 
information. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Miro A. Pavelka, DDS, MSD 
President 


