
 
February 11, 2013 
 
 
Douglas Throckmorton, MD,  
Deputy Center Director, Center for Drug Evaluation and Research 
US Food and Drug Administration 
10903 New Hampshire Avenue  
Silver Spring, MD 20903  
 
Dear Dr. Throckmorton: 
 
On behalf of the American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons (AAOMS) and its more than 
9,500 fellows and members, I greatly appreciated the opportunity to share with the US Food and Drug 
Administration the experiences of our members in providing pain management to our patients on Friday, 
February 8, 2013 in Bethesda, MD.  I wanted to respond to your question regarding the pain management 
education our members are receiving and our efforts to track the outcomes of such education on their 
prescribing habits.  
 
We believe the overwhelming majority of our members prescribe responsibly; however in light of 
prescription drug abuse problem in this country, the AAOMS is committed to doing more to educate our 
members about steps they can take to reduce abuse and diversion.  Following is a summary of current 
and future efforts that AAOMS is making with respect to the prescription drug abuse epidemic: 
 

 Over the last several years, AAOMS has written and made available for members’ use a number 
of white papers and articles on topics ranging from office drug inventory practices to helping oral 
and maxillofacial surgeons identify illicit drug use in their patients. Going forward, AAOMS will 
continue to offer continuing education courses that promote safe and effective prescribing 
methods for acute and chronic pain management.   

 In 2011, the AAOMS president met with the White House’s Office of National Drug Control and 
Policy Director R. Gil Kerlikowske to discuss the oral and maxillofacial surgeon’s role in 
prescribing opioids and to dialogue on ways our members can alleviate prescription drug abuse 
amongst their patients. 

 As a result of our meeting, Director Kerlikowske agreed to discuss the prescription opioid issue 
and the steps the government is taking to address the problem with the more than 100 oral and 
maxillofacial surgeons attending our Washington lobby day in March 2012. 

 Also in 2012, the AAOMS Board of Trustees sought to partner with the US Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration to develop an education course on prescription drug abuse 
specifically tailored to oral and maxillofacial surgeons. We will seek to continue these efforts in 
2013.  

 In September 2012, AAOMS proudly joined the Partnership at Drugfree.org and agreed to 
participate in its latest initiative, the Medicine Abuse Project, a diverse group of public and private 
organizations, including federal institutions, pharmaceutical companies, treatment and 
rehabilitation centers, and healthcare provider organizations such as AAOMS, committed to a 
national education campaign and call to action to stop the abuse of prescription and over-the-
counter medications. 



 In recent years, AAOMS has highlighted the National Prescription Drug Take-Back Days to our 
membership and encouraged them to share details on drug take-back programs with their 
patients. 

 In other areas, those of our members who prescribe opioids for chronic pain receive education 
and training via the FDA’s Risk Evaluation and Mitigation Strategies (REMS) for Extended-
Release and Long-Acting Opioid Analgesics. 
 

In the future, the AAOMS would welcome the opportunity to partner with the FDA to track the outcomes of 
our efforts and to participate in other initiatives related to this issue. 
 
If you have any further questions, please contact Ms. Karin K. Wittich, CAE, Associate Executive Director 
of Practice Management & Reimbursement at 800/822-6637, ext. 4334 or karinw@aaoms.org.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Miro A. Pavelka, DDS, MSD 
President 
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